Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 DAMASC 02673 301139Z 

47 

ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO NEAE-00 10-13 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 

INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SSO-OO INRE-00 

PM-04 NSC-05 SS-15 NSCE-00 /072 W 

099178 

O R 301106Z APR 76 

FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7485 

INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 

AMEMBASSY BEIRUT IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY CAIRO 

AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 

AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

USMISSION USUN 

USIA WASHDC 

UNCLAS DAMASCUS 2673 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, SY, LE 

SUBJECT: APRIL 30 SYRIAN MEDIA REPORTING ON LEBANON 

1 . SYRIAN MEDIA STRESSED THAT PARLIAMENT STILL INTENDS 
TO MEET TOMORROW TO ELECT NEW LEBANESE PRESIDENT. DAMASCUS 
MORNING RADIO CITED STATEMENT BY MUFTI HASAN KHALID 
DECRYING ATTEMPTS TO DELAY AND OBSTRUCT SESSION. AL BAATH 
BANNERED: "SECURITY MEASURES INTENSIFIED FOR PROTECTION 
OF SESSION TO ELECT LEBANESE PRESIDENT. NATIONALIST FORCES 
ASTONISHED AT AMBIGUOUS POSITIONS OF JUMBLATT. ATTEMPTS TO 
POSTPONE ELECTION SERVE PLANS TO CONTINUE KILLING." 

PRESS REPORTED EFFORTS OF SARKIS AND EDDE TO WIN SUPPORT 
FROM VARIOUS BLOCS OF DEPUTIES, AND TISHRIIN PUBLISHED 
PHOTOS OF BOTH CANDIDATES ON ITS FRONT PAGE. PRESS 
NOTED THAT NUMBER OF MEASURES HAVE BEEN TAKEN TO MAIN- 
TAIN SECURITY AROUND TEMPORARY PARLIAMENT BUILDING, 
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CHARGED WITH RESPONSIBILITY FOR SILENCING ARTILLERY 

WHICH VIOLATED CEASEFIRE PAST TWO DAYS. PRESS CITED 

LEFTIST ASTONISHMENT AND IN PASSAGE AIMED AT DRUZE 

LEADER CRITICIZED "SOME PARTIES WHICH PERSIST IN 

ATTEMPTS TO OBSTRUCT HOLDING OF ELECTIONS AT THEIR 

SCHEDULE TIME IN ORDER TO REALIZE ADDITIONAL GAINS AND TO IMPOSE 

ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS FOR THEIR OAN BENEFIT." 

2. PRESS REFERRED TO SUPPORT BY KUWAIT PAPERS FOR 
STATEMENTS MADE BY KHADDAM AT HIS RECENT PRESS CONFERENCE 
IN KUWAIT. BEIRUT AL-NAHAR REFERENCE TO SPEAKER 

ASSAD'S STATEMENT THAT "SYRIA'S CANDIDATE IS STABILITY" 

CITED. PRESS ALSO NOTED LEBANESE AL-SAYYAD ARTICLE WHICH 
CLAIMED THAT SYRIAN INITIATIVE PROCEEDING DESPITE THREATS 
BY U.S. AND ISRAEL. UPI WASHINGTON REPORT ANNOUNCING 
THAT AMB. WOULD SHORTLY RESUME HIS MISSION WAS CITED 
BY AL-BAATH. 

3. DAMASCUS MEDIA GAVE PROMINENT ATTENTION TO STATEMENT 
BY BAATH PARTY NATIONAL COMMAND MEMBER FADIL AL-ANSARI 
IN WHICH HE ASSERTED THAT "WHAT IS TAKING PLACE IN LEBANON 
IS PLOT BY PARTIES TO SINAI AGREEMENT AGAINST ARAB NATION. 

WE ARE AGAINST PARTITION, ARABIZATION AND INTER 
NATIONALIZATION. SO-CALLED LOCAL ADMINISTRATION PLAN 

IS DANGEROUS ACTION LEADING TO PARTITION." ANSARI 
STRESSED FIRMNESS OF SYRO-PALESTINIAN UNITY AND 
EXPRESSED HOPE THAT NEW LEBANESE PRESIDENT WOULD 
"RISE ABOVE COMMUNAL INTERESTS" TO BRING LEBANON OUT 
OF ITS ORDEAL. HE URGED LEBANESE TO ELECT "BEST 
CANDIDATE." 

4. AL-BAATH COLUMNIST MAINTAINED THAT SYRIAN INITIATIVE 
"ENJOYS SUPPORT OF LEBANESE BECAUSE IT REPRESENTS BEST 
SOLUTION TO END LEBANESE CRISIS IN CONFORMITY WITH LEBANESE 
AND ARAB INTEREST." TISHRIIN REITERATED VIEW THAT LEBANESE 
CRISIS RESULT OF IMPERIALIST-ZIONIST SCHEME AND CHARGED THAT 
"SOME PARTIES" DID NOT SUPPORT SYRIAN EFFORTS BUT INSTEAD 
FOCUSED ON PURSUING SIDE BATTLES. "LIKEWISE, SPURRED BY THEIR 
HATRED FOR PROGRESSIVE REGIME IN SYRIA, SOME ARAB REGIMES 
HAVE ATTEMPTED IN TO SETTLE ACCOUNTS IN LEBANESE ARENA BY 
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DEVOTING THEIR EFFORTS TO PROVING THAT SYRIA IS INCAPABLE 
OF RESOLVING CRISIS." 

MURPHY 
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